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Gurtler...continued from Page 1AUnofficial Union County Election Results
General Runoff  • July 26, 2016 • Votes By Precinct*

Candidate

State Representative, District 8 - REP
Matt Gurtler 75 74 91 108 80 79 50 57 63 65 87 35 607 1471 74.90%

Kent Woerner 37 32 15 27 26 31 25 17 8 16 38 13 208 493 25.10%
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Totals

the ballots at 1,471 total votes 
to Woerner's 493.

Woerner,  a  fo rmer 
elementary school principal, 
was able to edge Gurtler by 61 
votes in their home county, but 
it wasn't enough to sway the 
remainder of the district, which 
encompasses all of Union, 
Towns and Rabun counties, 
along with a portion of White 
County.

I n  To w n s  C o u n t y, 
Gurtler received 726 votes (62 
percent), and in White County 
154 votes (59 percent).

In the May 24 Primary, 
Gurtler was unable to obtain 
more than 50 percent of the 

required electorate to avoid 
the Run Off Election, as he 
collected only 35 percent 
of votes to Woerner's 23 
percent.

G u r t l e r  w i l l  r u n 
unopposed in November for 
the District 8 seat, which has 
been held for eight years by 
Blairsville attorney Stephen 
Allison, who decided earlier 
this year not to run for re-
election.

Colwell...from Page 1A

Here, 16-year-old Patrick Colwell takes his place on the 
winner’s dais after achieving Bronze for his shotgun shooting 
in Fort Carson, Colorado

Georgia. Your backdrop is two 
to 10 miles. 

“ I  wou ld  t e l l  h im 
every night – you’ve got the 
skills, use your eye and hand 
coordination and smoke that 
first one as soon as it gets out 
of the thrower, because then 
you’ve got more time for the 
other one.”

McGillis coaches Union 
County 4-H Shotgun, and 
is certified under an array 
of shooting organizations, 
including the National Rifle 
Association, Amateur Trap 
Association, National Skeet 
Shooting Association, National 
Sporting Clays Association 
and USA Shooting.

USA Shooting sponsors 
the National Junior Olympics, 
and Colwell competed in two 
events mid-June, the Single 
Trap and the Double Trap. 

The Double Trap event, 
in which Colwell placed third, 
is quite different from the 
4-H shooting to which he has 
grown accustomed. In 4-H, the 
clays fly between 49 and 54 
miles per hour. Double Trap 
clays fly 75 miles per hour, 
and in varying directions from 
multiple trap machines.

Those who place in the 
Top Two positions during the 
National Junior Olympics can 
move on to the Junior National 
Team, where they compete in 
Junior World Cup shooting 
events that open up the doors 
to Olympic trials.

Colwell has already said 
he looks forward to competing 
again next year, and that he 
had a great time in Colorado 
Springs – he and his mother 
were able to stay with a cousin 
stationed at Fort Carson. 

“It  was interesting, 
because you got to meet all 
the kids that were the best in 
their area or their state,” said 
Colwell of the experience. 
“You got to see other state’s 
really good shooters, and you 
got to meet other shooters 
from your state that weren’t 
involved with 4-H, or other 
extracurricular activities that 
involved shooting other than 
USA Shooting.”

Coach McGillis said 
that, along with placing at 
an international shooting 
competition, Colwell has 
gained valuable experience 
in his exposure to such a high 
level of shooting competition. 

“We’re looking forward 

to the development of the new 
range, where we can train 
more kids for international 
shooting besides 4-H,” said 
Coach McGillis. “This is going 
to be a tremendous advantage 
for Union County. And seeing 
as I’m the only USA Shooting 
instructor that has anything to 
do with the 4-H, I’m personally 

not retiring until I get a kid on 
the Olympic team.”

Colwell joins the ranks 
of two former Union County 
4-H Shotgun Team members – 
Haley and Haden Green have 
also done exceedingly well in 
past National Junior Olympic 
Championships.

Masons donate to FUMC’s ‘Backpack to School’
By Lily Avery
North Georgia News
Staff Writer

L-R: Doug Shea, Past Master of Allegheny Lodge #114, Tricia 
Wallace of First United Methodist Church and coordinator for 
‘Backpack to School!,’ and Ronny Benfield, current Worshipful 
Master of Allegheny Lodge. Allegheny Lodge donated $500 to 
the cause

First United Methodist 
Church of Union County 
coordinated a “Backpack to 
School!” community event on 
Saturday, July 30, held at the 
church. 

“Backpack to School!” 
is a free event to provide 
families in the community with 
book bags and various other 
school supplies for the fast 
approaching new school year. 

The event expected close 
to 300 children of all ages to 
come out to receive supplies 
and enjoy a day of activities 
and family fun.  

Allegheny Lodge #114 
supported the program with 
a financial donation of $500, 
made on Wednesday, July 27, 

to Tricia Wallace of FUMC, 
who helped to coordinate the 
community event.

First United Methodist 

Church  hopes  to  make 
“Backpack to School!” an 
annual event.

NGTC to 
conduct campus
emergency 
exercise drills
August 5th

North Georgia Techni-
cal College will conduct three 
emergency preparedness drills 
next week - one on each cam-
pus - that will involve faculty 
and staff along with multiple 
law enforcement agencies. No 
students will be participating 
since the college is between 
semesters.

The Blairsville campus 
drill will be Friday, August 
5. Each drill will be closed to 
the public. The drills also will 
involve multiple EMS agen-
cies, two local hospitals and 
the local media. This large 
scale exercise is designed to 
help all potential responding 
agencies in the area prepare 
for responses in the event of 
this type of scenario.

North Georgia Tech-
nical College thanks all the 
agencies involved for their 
efforts and advanced planning 
and time given to make this 
exercise possible for the com-
munity.
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LOCAL BUSINESS SPOTLIGHT

706-781-3015 • 417 Blue Ridge Street
Book Online at www.vagaro.com/salontru
Susan Anderson • Glory McGinn

Lindsey Gaylord • Sarah Jane Serra
Valorie Carter • Sasha Watson

Mattresses, Porch Rockers & More!
“From the Front Porch to the 

Back Door We’ve Got You Covered!”

Mon-Fri 9am-6pm • Sat 9am-4pm • Closed Sun

568 Blue Ridge St. • Blairsville, GA
706-835-1209FREE

DELIVERY!

Complete hands-on experience with 
horses and riding. *See website for 
discount details.  Advance reservations 
required. 

Daily or Weekly  
Beginning June 6 

Horse Camp 
Summer at Trackrock Stables

706-745-5252 

www.TrackrockStables.com

Get up to $50 off*
706-896-0051

Debra D. Spaulding
Hearing Instrument Specialist

411D HIGHWAY 515 • BLAIRSVILLE, GA

PLACE YOUR
AD HERE!

Advertise with other 
Local Business here in 

the Blairsville area!
Contact Joe Collins

706-835-8769
or 706-745-6343

Declare your financial
independence. Call today.

Flip Varney
Financial Advisor
.

178 Bracketts Way Suite 2
Blairsville, GA 30512
706-835-1385
www.edwardjones.com

Member SIPC

Flip Varney
Financial Advisor
.

178 Bracketts Way Suite 2
Blairsville, GA 30512
706-835-1385
www.edwardjones.com

Located in Blairsville, GA
706-781-1423

WAZOO! Quilting
Longarm Quilting
Commission Quilts
Quilt Restoration

Quick Turn Around 

706•400•2988

6310 Murphy Hwy., Blairsville 
706-745-0027 

www.farmfreshbeef.net
farmfreshprocessing@gmail.com

Fresh
Cuts
All

Natural
Meats!

Paint & Staining Specialist • 25 Years Experience!

10% OFF Any 
Interior Painting 

with this Ad
Serving Towns, Union & Clay Counties

blueridgepaintingservices.com

706-970-1409391 BLUE RIDGE HWY
ALL INSURANCE ACCEPTED

THE GARDENS APARTMENTS

AGE 55 OR OLDER
g y

=

Managed by

For information please email 

Call us about our 

referral fee $$$!

Southeast Geothermal
& Spray Foam

706-745-8685
1442 Blue Ridge Hwy.

www.segeothermal.com
www.sesprayfoam.com

935 Murphy Hwy.
706-745-3378

Misty Garrison • Lisa Harris

* All loans subject to our liberal credit policy 
and limitations, if any. 1st Franklin Finan-
cial  Corporation, NMLSR#141654, Georgia 
Residential Mortgage Licensee #5656.

We
Make
Loans.s..

417 Blue Ridge Street, Suite I
BLAIRSVILLE

 706-745-6111
www.1ffc.com

Ask for Chris
(706)400-9824

Ask for Mallory
(706)897-8297

Blairsville
Pressure Washing

Decks - Driveways - Single Level Homes


